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Volunteer & Client numbers: update 
 

As in previous weeks, our volunteer and client numbers have increased over the last 
seven days.  Last week we reported that 135 volunteers and 145 clients had registered 
with HCSG.   

This week, as a result of a reassessment in the way in which we calculate clients, we 
can confirm that we now have a total of 142 volunteers and 184 clients. 

As Clare says above, the Co-ordinating Group have recently met to discuss how the 
HCSG will continue to support clients and recruit and retain volunteers going forward.   

 

  

 A word from the Chair……. 
 

 This is a heartfelt plea. No matter what is announced this     
 weekend in terms of plans for easing the lockdown restrictions, 
 it is vital that we all remember that coronavirus is still spreading 
 within our community.  The easing of lockdown will not mean 
 the virus has gone and the danger has passed. 

 It is absolutely essential for the safety of all of us that everyone 
 continues to follow the guidance on social distancing and take 

 things step-by-step. Going out and seeing different people will be riskier than staying at 
 home, so it's going to be even more important that we all follow the guidance to stay 
 2m apart and wash our hands thoroughly and regularly. 

 No matter what changes are announced, HCSG will continue to provide the support 
 that's needed. Thanks to Adrian, our forward-thinking Policy Manager, we are already 
 planning for any changes heading our way.  Please do continue to contact your            
 volunteer or the HCSG helpline (number at the bottom of the page) if there is anything 
 we can do for you. 

 Clare 

 

Unbelievably this is the sixth edition of the HCSG newsletter - we hope you’re enjoying 
reading about HCSG and village news.  If you have any feedback or there is something in 
particular you’d like us to feature, please email us at hawkhurstcommunity@gmail.com         

If you know of others who would like to read the newsletter, please note that it is also   
published on our website: www.hawkhurstcommunitysupport.com/hcsg-newsletter  
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A 21st century Hawkhurst Gang! 

Over thirty ladies from Hawkhurst and the surrounding villages are 
now part of the ‘Hawkhurst Sewing Gang’, joining the national 
effort to sew scrubs for the NHS and keyworkers. Over the past few 
weeks they have transformed various items of bedlinen (polycotton 
duvet covers, sheets and pillow cases) into ear protectors,          
hairbands, caps, scrubs bags, scrubs, gowns and, latterly, masks 
with those who can crochet making ear protectors and pairs of 
hearts. These items have been delivered to Tunbridge Wells       
Hospital, local doctors’ surgeries and now care homes, where they 
have been gratefully received by the staff. Huge thanks to all who 
have given their time, skills and patience in the effort. And still they 
sew…!! 

The ladies are currently working on an order for a large care home 
in Wadhurst, but if anyone in the community has family members 
who need scrubs, caps, ear protectors etc or knows of anyone else 
who may require homemade PPE (care workers, small hospices), 
please contact me by email at  
rachelbennettfagg@yahoo.co.uk  
or by phone on my mobile:  
07786 222637 
 
Thank you! 
 

Rachel Fagg 
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Families in Need Appeal - update 

The sudden closure of Hawkhurst CEP School, as well as workplaces, due to the           

Coronavirus pandemic has put a considerable financial strain on some families in the   

village.  Families who benefited from free school meals are now having to feed their  

children at home, and vouchers to compensate them have been slow to come through 

from national agencies.  In addition, some families are facing employment issues.  

The request for donations made just three weeks ago was supported most generously by 

organisations, charities, businesses and individuals in Hawkhurst and we quickly           

exceeded our original target.  

This has enabled us to shop and to set up a 'Food for Families’ facility, from which       

parents nominated by the School can collect.  This has proved to be a vital resource for 

some local families in these challenging times.  

On behalf of all the families, and the School, thank you for your support.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 The final batch of Stevens Farm apples were donated  

 last week to the residents of Bowles Lodge and 

 also, appropriately, to the village’s own NHS staff - 

 to those working at North Ridge Medical Practice 

 and at Wish Valley GP surgeries — and to the hard 

 working staff at the pharmacy on the Colonnade. 

 Thank you once again, and finally, to Stevens Farm. 
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VE Day Children’s Art Competition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We had a wonderful response to our VE Day Art Competition from the children of 
Hawkhurst, with plenty of entries in each age category (3-5yrs, 6-8yrs, 9-12 yrs and 
over 12yrs).  They are clearly a very talented bunch! 
 
After much deliberation, our esteemed panel of judges - Jodi Hacker, head at 
Hawkhurst CEP School, Clare Escombe, Chair of Hawkhurst Parish Council and Louisa 
Crispin, a local professional artist - awarded First, Second and Third prizes in each    
category. 
 
Here is a very small selection of the winning entries.  All prize winners’ artwork will 
be available later this week to view on the HCSG website at 
www.hawkhurstcommunitysupport.com/veday and also on the noticeboards at 
Tesco and at Waitrose - please do have a look at the children’s work. 
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Meet the HCSG Co-ordinating Group 
 

Continuing with our introductions to the Co-ordinating Group, this week we’d like to introduce you to 
two familiar faces, the Chair of HCSG, the HCSG Reference Group and of Hawkhurst Parish Council 
Clare Escombe, and Parish Clerk, Richard Griffiths.                    

                                

                                    
                                   Clare Escombe 
                                   Chair of HCSG & Chair of the HCSG 
                                   Reference Group 
 

                                   I'm involved in HCSG due to being  

                                   Chairman of the Parish Council. I chair     

  both HCSG and the Reference Group which oversees its   

  operations. In addition, I'm a volunteer and responsible for  

  distributing food parcels in Hawkhurst. 

  It's an absolute pleasure to be part of HCSG working with so  

  many enthusiastic people to provide support and, hopefully,  

  some comfort during this crisis. 

                                       

                                      Richard Griffiths, HCSG Group member   

                                      In 2018, I was fortunate enough to be  
                                      appointed Parish Clerk to Hawkhurst  
                                      Parish Council.  Our village faces a  
                                      number of challenges, but also numerous 
                                      opportunities, and my role is to support 
and advise the Parish Council.  Throughout my 30 odd years in 
local government, the best email I ever sent was on 19 March 
2020 setting up the  first Co-ordinating Group meeting!  Since 
then, I have supported in the background as the Group has 
gone from strength to strength.  HCSG is a great example of 
local residents, businesses and the Parish Council working in 
partnership - a template for the new normal. 

  

                                                             

                                                             A proud addition to the village 

                                                             No doubt you have noticed a new visitor to Hawkhurst, standing proudly  
                                                  next to the village War Memorial, a steel cut out of a NHS keyworker with a    
                                                  stethoscope around their neck. 
 

                                                  A village resident had seen that a welder in Somerset had been inspired by   
                                                  the British Legion’s ‘Silent Soldiers’ to create a ‘Nurse Amy’ which now stands 
                                                  in Exmoor National Park, and got in touch with  
                                                  Cranbrook Iron, who generously made the figure free  
                                                  of charge.   
 

      A fitting location outside the Royal Oak which is providing accommodation  
      for NHS keyworkers who have to isolate from their families and stay away  
      from home. 
                           

                                                                                                      Rob Longley from Cranbrook Iron 

Tunbridge Wells Talking - a new weekly podcast 

Now more than ever it’s important to talk.  Check out the new TWBC weekly podcast, Tunbridge Wells 

Talking, via the new community website https://twsocial.co.uk/channels/tw-talking  

Tunbridge Wells Talking is a light-hearted weekly round up of local news, views and music, and they’d 

love to hear from you! Please get in touch at TWTalking@TunbridgeWells.gov.uk with your lockdown 

stories, hints and tips #wereinthistogether 

Don’t forget that every household which has registered with HCSG, and is actively receiving support 

from the Group, will automatically be entered into the draw for a £200 bumper hamper, donated by 

Tesco and Waitrose.  If you are eligible for support from HCSG, please sign up today by emailing or 

calling us (details at the bottom of this page) and do your bit to protect our village. 

The winner will be announced at the end of May. 
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