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Volunteer & Client numbers: update 
 

We are pleased to say that our volunteer and client numbers are steadily increasing week on week.  
Last week we reported that 131 volunteers and 130 clients had registered with HCSG. 

We continue to receive requests daily for support and from those offering help.  To date the       
numbers have risen to 135 volunteers and 145 clients. 

This week, in addition to their normal duties, volunteers have distributed apples from Stevens Farm 
to clients (of which more later) and have delivered this month’s Parish Newsletter to every      
household in Hawkhurst, approximately 2,300 houses.  Our grateful thanks to the many volunteers 
for this time-consuming job and to the Area Leaders for co-ordinating the distribution. 

A word from the Chair 
 

 I would like to thank everyone who is part of the HCSG community. Whether 
 you're a volunteer or have signed up for help, your actions are making a huge 
 difference in keeping our village and everyone in it as safe as possible. Thank 
 you so much. One of the ironies of the current situation is that it's bringing us 
 closer together as a community whilst we're all keeping our distance! 

In this vein, I would like to encourage you to sign up to HCSG's Phone Buddy Scheme. The vast majority 
of us, volunteers and clients alike, are having much less contact with other people than we usually 
would. The government has instructed us not to visit anyone else's house no matter who they are.  
Having a chat on the phone might not be the same as meeting up with friends or family, but it is better 
than not talking to anyone. 

Many of our Phone Buddy volunteers have to stay at home too, so everyone benefits from this 
scheme. And who knows? You might even make a new friend that you can meet up with when this is 
all over! 

 

Welcome to the fourth edition of the HCSG newsletter - we hope you enjoy reading it.  If you have any 
feedback or there is something in particular you’d like us to feature, please email us at 

hawkhurstcommunity@gmail.com         

If you know of others who would like to read the newsletter, please note that it is also published on our 
website: www.hawkhurstcommunitysupport.com/hcsg-newsletter  
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Prize Draw 
 

In the hope of encouraging more villagers in the 70+ and/or underlying health condition categories to 
follow Government guidance and stay at home, the Parish Council has teamed up with our two local 
supermarkets to launch a prize draw. 

Both Tesco and Waitrose have each very kindly donated £100 worth of goodies towards a £200    
bumper hamper. 

Every household which has registered with HCSG, and is actively receiving support from the Group, will 
automatically be entered into the draw. If you are eligible for support from HCSG, please sign up today  
by emailing or calling us (details at the bottom of this page) and do your bit to protect our village. 

The winner will be announced at the end of May. 

 

 

HELPING HAWKHURST FAMILIES IN NEED appeal - thank you! 
 

We’ve had an amazing response following the launch of our appeal last week to raise £1,000 to help 
some Hawkhurst families in need during lockdown. In addition to the generous ‘starter’ donation of 
£300 from the Dunk’s Educational Foundation, we’ve received sizeable donations from Park Farm     
Butchers, St Laurence Church, Hawkhurst Community Hospital League of Friends and a very large  
number of kind individuals, which means that we have now raised the incredible sum of £1,970. 
 

Purchasing of food and basic necessities is well under way and has already started to be distributed. We 
have been working in partnership with Hawkhurst CEP School and Dunk’s Charities, and we are very 
grateful for their support. 
 

As we have now exceeded our target, we are no longer raising funds for this particular appeal.   
 

However, we continue to welcome donations large or small towards HCSG’s work assisting people in 
need during the Coronavirus crisis. 
 

If you would like to contribute to our ongoing work, bank transfers should be made to “Dunk’s and 
Springett’s Educational Foundation” sort code 20-02-62 and account number 30077712, quoting         
reference "HCSG". If anyone encounters any problems with doing this, let us know by email at                          
hawkhurstcommunity@gmail.com  
 

https://www.hawkhurstcommunitysupport.com/
mailto:hawkhurstcommunity@gmail.com
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Children’s VE Day Art Competition 
 

Our VE Day Children’s Art Competition was 
launched this week via social media and also 
with posters displayed at the Colonnade 
pharmacy, Tesco and Waitrose. 

Boxes for entry forms (and artwork) have 
been placed in Tesco and at Waitrose, in 
readiness for the rush and Jodi Hacker, the 
headteacher at Hawkhurst CEP School, has 
circulated details to families at the school. 

Our judging panel comprises the Chairman 
of Hawkhurst Parish Council, Clare Escombe, 
headteacher Jodi and a local artist Louisa      
Crispin. Louisa lives in the village and       
specialises in stunning illustrations of flora 
and fauna.  She exhibits in galleries in      
Petworth, Rye, Alfriston and Smarden.  If 
you’re interested in learning more about our 
very own artist, visit Louisa’s website at: 
www.louisacrispinart.co.uk/ 

We are hoping to encourage children to find 
out more about VE Day in the course of    
designing their artwork and have asked 
them on their entry form to describe what 
they have learnt through their research and 
how it has inspired them. 

School’s 3D printer put to good use 
Dr Julie Speers, head of Design Technology at             
Marlborough House School, has been at school over the 
Easter holidays to produce protective visors using the 
school’s 3D printer. The visors have been distributed to 
the local NHS network and Weald Primary Care via HCSG.  
It takes 1 hour 58 minutes to produce one visor, so it’s a 
time-consuming business! 

https://www.hawkhurstcommunitysupport.com/
mailto:hawkhurstcommunity@gmail.com
https://www.louisacrispinart.co.uk/
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Apples,  
glorious Kent  

apples! 
  
 
 
For the third week running, Stevens Farm in Hawkhurst 
has very kindly donated 50 bags of their delicious 
Hawkhurst-grown Gala apples to HCSG clients.   
 
Phil from Hawkhurst Parish Council is becoming a  
regular visitor at the Stevens Farm pack house, where 
he collects the bags of apples and then distributes 
them to volunteers throughout the  village for onward 
delivery to our clients. 

 
HCSG remains indebted to      
Stevens Farm for their continued 
generosity, to Phil for his time 
and to Park Farm Butchers for 
use yet again of their company 
vehicle.  A great example of our 
community working together at 
its finest! 
 

Julie, the pack house manager 
 
 

 

Meet the HCSG Co-ordinating Group 
We thought that it was about time that we, the Co-ordinating Group, made ourselves known to you, to 
enable you to finally put faces to names!  Over the next few editions of the Newsletter, we will intro-
duce each of the eight members of the team.  First off, we start with our Policy Manager & Vice Chair, 
Adrian Cory and our Client Manager, Jane Cooper. 

Exercise at home? 
 

This is a frustrating time for everyone, unable to        
exercise as much as we might like.  With this in mind, 

you may be interested in these two well-known         
personal trainers who provide online fitness classes and       

hopefully the necessary motivation!  
  
 
 
 

Davina McCall’s programme provides 100+ online   

classes, nutritionist-approved recipes and access to a 

like-minded community. Subscription is £9.99mth with 

a 14 day free trial, and the plan can be fully               

personalised. 

 Joe Wicks: the Body 

    Coach 

You’ve probably heard of 

Joe Wicks, the enthusiastic 

young trainer who’s been 

motivating young and old 

across the world during lockdown.  Joe offers lots of 

different workouts on YouTube, for example the      

popular 10 Minute Home Chair Workout which you 

can watch by clicking here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybVMu31DLQU  

 

                                                  Adrian Cory 
                                                  Policy Manager & Vice  
                                                  Chair 
 
 
 
Adrian manages planning and policy for the team. He 
produced the plan for setting up the HCSG, drafts 
guidance and other documentation, produced the 
first three Newsletters and generally lends a hand 
with managing the operation.  
A former Army Officer and senior Government     
official, he says "I am so impressed by the talent,  
energy and commitment of the HCSG team. It's a real 
privilege to work with them all". 

                              Jane Cooper, Client Manager 
                              Hi I’m Jane. We’ve lived in Hawkhurst for 
                              three years now, in what most people  
                              seem to know as GP Dr Wood’s house.    
                              Professionally I was a nurse, midwife and 
                              foster carer, with almost 40 years in the  
                              NHS. Now happily retired, I’ve been in 
                              Girlguiding most of my life, and currently  
                              help out at Robertsbridge Guides. In 
Hawkhurst, I’m membership secretary for the U3A, and   
enjoy several activities with them. I love to travel and       
explore new places, and in my spare time I enjoy gardening, 
music and almost anything ‘crafty’. Within the Co-ordinating 
Group, my role is to speak to  clients when they get in touch, 
assess their needs, put them in touch with an Area Leader 
(who co-ordinates the volunteers in their area) and to try to 
sort out any problems if they arise. 

https://www.hawkhurstcommunitysupport.com/
mailto:hawkhurstcommunity@gmail.com
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